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Of That Storm of 1898

(A local paper in an issue dated!
Dec. 3, 1898, published the follow-
ing account of one of the most]
severe storms known in this area. |
—Ed.)

—The storm of last Sunday \vus]
feit all over Duxbury and espe-i
cially so on the shore. The dam-
age to individual parties was ing
no case very large unless in l"nl
case of Mr. Sanford Winsor whesc !
boat house was demolished and !
who, it is reported, owned heavily
in the schooner Juanita which was
wrecked at Cohasset beach.  Mr.
J. A. Irwin, whuse pecuniury !nssi
will probably not cxceed three hun-|
dred dollars, was greatly incon-|
venienced by the distribution of
his lumber on other people's prop-
erty.

The much discussed Mattakee-
sett Court over which the County
Commissioners and Mr. Irwin have
Mween in controversy was opened
vp ot one end by the tide break-
ing through the dyke and closed
at the other by a falling tree. The
water breaking through the dyke
at this point caused a heavy over-
flow of. the sen towards Was‘mng-
‘ton street. comp‘.ete]y .covering "the
‘streets in plnccs The’ cellar of
W. S. Freemans store was filled
- with water to within a few inches
of the floor., The lumber from Ir-
win's. wharf{ and’ boxes? beating
ajrainst the building rendered it
unsafe and Mr. Arthur  Arnold
with much difficulty removed his
family to a place of. safety, Mrs.
Arnold, overcome by the storm and
exertions, fainting on the way. A
large shed on lrwin's wharf was
" moved about 8 feet.

"At King’s hotel the roof of the
barn was blown off and great pat-
ches of shingles torn off the main
building. Ichabod Sampson lost a
large section of fence and his house
was injured to some extent. He
places his loss at about sixty dol-

lars. The Augustus Sampson house

was also slightly injured on the
roof.

Brigue's stable wa< the seene of
Cmuch exeitement Sooday teernd n;"
the ude fairly foreine Yim s make
a hasty exit. The vater rose se
papidly that he Bad o swim his:
horses Lo vy fned, e Briges
iled two horse. ap oo King's no'el, :
intending ta <taboe tiee Chere, but
fjust as he arrived heoef blew |
off knocking one of the horses
down. One of Drice’s aiws war
resvued in Lo westors yiv.
Joseph Nepion, who Ly ueans :\f
a lasso, brought the drowning
grunter to shore. The cow um'[d

not be induced to leave but stood
in the barn calmly awaiting evenls
that never came ws when the tide

went out the stahle stood as sound!

as ever.
The sidewalk from the cable
office to Blue River bridge was

washed away. The row of balh
houses at “Old. Cove' was uwisted
all out of shape; some tipped over,
gome turned :daround, and ‘some
broke in two. Three large trees
irf Wm. Hancock’s yard were blown
over and a section of Lot Soule's
fence was floated up to the flag
stnﬂ'lm front of the Cable office.

At Powder Point many large
trees were felled and” Mr. Knapp's
windmill demolished. At - Point

End, 8 portion of the roof of Reu- |

ben Peterson's house was blown

off and the Davenport house par- |

tially injured. The Gurnet bridge
stood the Shock but the earth
around the gbulments was ullicd
out at cach end. The beach ut
several places from Cut Island to
the Gurnet is washed away and
oot travel nlong the beach is im-
possible except at low tide as the
Sand hills at these points are c¢n-
tirely gone. Nearly all of the
gunning stands hnve 'heen waslmd
away. | e

The old “Pogy Hnuse" at the
point was destroyed,

At Duxbury village many large|
trees were blown down. Richards’
boat house with three boats in it
was washed down the bay but were
| eventually  recovered. Sanford
i Winsor's yacht “Scamper” was
| sunk in the bay but was also re-
', covered,

J. M. Cushing’ bath houses were

fostroyed.  Riche's wharf and
virath houses are gone. James Win-
tsa’s boat house and wharf were
il mixed up.  Clarence Tay-
cior's burn was blown over. W. J.

\lden Jr. lost his windmill as did
i mauny others throughout the town.
At South Duxbury the bridge on
| Marshall street was carried away.
‘The wharf at the Standish house

«iroyed, the top of Myles Stand-
!li 11 spring was blown off, and the
| bottling establishment was nearly
' pwrecked.

The barn at Mrs. Ann Winsor's
was blown down, boat houses
around Harden's hil."were destroy-
ed, Cal Smith’s house was wholly
jlestroyed and Seaver's wharf was
iwashed away.

L. B. Sherman of Duxbury with
a Mr. Worthen of Boston and Hal-
sey Blake had a narrow escape at
Sherman's gunning stand at the
beach, and it was only by the most
1stz'unuous ~efforts and by deep
wading that they were able to
reach High Pines and safety. Mr.
I'aul Gifford and a friend also had
to fight for their lives. | " .

Will and Richard Oormor Ewn
brothers, with a man whose name
is not known, were also taken un-
awares al their stand near the
Mum Hills, They were obligated
to leave their shanty and took to

safety on a high bank. Here they
stayed for three, hours in the cold
and storm clinging to « tree while
every moment their ground grew
smaller as the tide washed the sand
away. At last the tide lowered
and the chilled trio started for the
Gurnet where they found warmth.
Al Freeman’s stand on the Stand-
ish Shore and Glover’s stand as
well as many others were carried
away by ‘the storm. It is estimat-
ed that it will-cost the town at
least one thousand doltars for re-
pairs on the highway. b




